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A Road Map for St. Gabriel’s Parish 
 

This Monday the Government will launch Stage One of the “Road Map” 

out of the lockdown necessitated by Covid 19.     We in our parish need to 

plan our own “Road Map” for the opening and use of our Church.    

 

Like the Government we must plan for an easing of restrictions, gradually 

and carefully.  Our Church has been on ‘lockdown’ for the past two 

months except, sadly, for funerals of our parishioners, with only the 

family members permitted to attend the service.  

 

It is very sad, and grieves us, to see our Church closed, especially at this 

time when people are suffering from isolation and loneliness.  More than 

ever we are in need of the support that prayers offer.  As the 

restrictions are beginning to ease we must look for ways that we can use  

our church again..         

 

 One possibility is to open our church for private prayer. To do this we must ensure that our 

church is properly cleaned and safe to use.  

 

 Since my cocooning here in West Cork, on many mornings I have tuned into Mass at 10am from St. 

John ‘s Church (thanks to Fr. Martin),   and of course Fr. Gareth has looked after our needs on 

Sundays well.   I know I am one of many who use the webcam for Mass, so I thought a 10.30 daily 

Mass from St. Gabriel’s would provide another option. 

 

These two steps require preparation and planning.  If you  have any ideas, or ABOVE ALL, if  you are 

prepared to help in the opening of our Church for private prayer and daily Mass on the webcam at 

10.30, please let us know:  me at  087 237 1089 or frpatmcmanus@eircom.net  or Anne McHugh, 

parish secretary,  on 086 055 3661, or info@stgabrielsparish.ie.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

I hope to be back with you in Dollymount next week, and if all goes well, have our beautiful Church 

open for Private Prayer, and also Daily Mass (on the Webcam) at 10.30, from Monday May 25th.                                           

It all depends on enough volunteers willing to help.   We can go through the details next week.  
 

Till then, stay safe and God bless.                                    Fr. Pat                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
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