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Onwards and Upwards 
Two small things that brightened my week: 

A phone call from an ex-parishioner – the first that I ever received from her.  It came out of the blue.  

She was just wondering how I was,  told me she was 98, and we had a great chat going over the old days.  

The second was a letter from an ex-parishioner from St. Gabriel’s. I don‘t think it needs explanation: 

“This is just a note from a person who really appreciates being able to take part in the St. Gabriel’s 
Masses through the medium of the Parish Webcam – when my computer is working ok. 

I do not think you realise (and know it is hard celebrating Mass to an empty church) – what it means to 
us to see the Priests that we knew and loved celebrating Mass and giving us the homilies as before.                 
It is lovely to look on the altar so beautifully decorated with flowers and special remembrances.  

It is really a great gift to be able to use the webcam to take part in whichever Mass is being celebrated.  
In communion with you and your fellow priests in St. Gabriel’s.  it brings back memories and helps us 
to accept our present situation.                     

Small things mean a lot!   We live in difficult times – Mass on the Webcam, meetings on Zoom.                

We can either look back and bemoan what we are missing or make the best of the situation we live in.  

Here in St. Gabriel’s we are lucky to have people who are prepared to seek out new ways.  Members of 

our Parish Pastoral Council are exploring ways of sharing the Good News through what technology has          

to offer.    Many people have remarked on the beautiful decorations in our Church – the Sacred Space 

before our altar, the “Cross of Light & Hope”.  It’s great to see so many people coming in to pray.   

Although we are unable to have our Annual Mass for those who died during the year, we hope that for 

the four Saturdays of November families, friends and neighbours will be able to join us for the 10.30 

Mass for those who died since October last year. 

My thanks to all who, aware that there is no 1st or 2nd Collection at Mass, and therefore no money coming 

in, have left in donations.  Your generosity is greatly appreciated. An appeal has come from the Diocese 

for parishes to answer the lack of contributions.  Envelopes are available in the Gathering Area. 

Speaking of the Covid-19, the ads on the radio remind us that we all have a part to play.  We can all 

reach out to one another – be it a phone call or a letter and you would be surprised how in doing this,                                                                                          

you are in fact helping yourself.   

Pope Francis wrote:   “The creativity of the Christian needs to show forth in new horizons, opening windows, 

opening transcendence towards God and towards people, and in creating new ways of being at home. …     
I’m living this at a time for invention, for creativity.” 

May I thank you all for your support and encouragement in these changing and challenging times.                      

A friend of mine regularly says “Onwards and Upwards” – not a bad motto for us?                                                                        

                                                                                             Fr.  Pat                                      


